Dear friends and chairmen
We are approaching our board meeting in NFGP on Iceland. As agreed, we are going to discuss the opportunities and consequences of reducing the number of prints of SJPHC.  

An explicit intention to reduce the number of printed copies of the journal has been expressed, at least from the Norwegian and Danish colleges.  I understand the reason for this strategy, and I am aware of the discussions and arguments put forward on your boards and among your members.

Despite this, I would like to share my thoughts and concerns with you before we meet.

SJPHC is more than a journal for Nordic GPs in the academic field. It is a carrier and a symbol of a culture and a way of working, inspired by the “dugnadsånd”, where people contribute on a non-profit basis for mutual benefit. It is also an important channel for distributing research to practitioners, even if the majority claims that they do not read it, - some still do.  

Receiving a printed journal in your post-box, or finding it on the table in the lunch-room, makes it easier to have a look, or to pick up an issue for the next meeting with colleagues, compared to looking things up on the Internet.
To use the net version you have to know that the journal is there and how to find it, and you probably may not get to know the journal by “accident”.
In Denmark, the situation was quite different just a few years ago compared to now. The majority of the college members did not want the collective subscription for many years, but changed their minds, (after silent campaigning?) and the general assembly re-decided about five years ago.

This shows that opinions can change. But we all know that is easier to erase than to rewrite or redraw.
In Norway 3000 members received the journal for the first time in January this year. They cannot have had the opportunity to get to know the journal, and even less have had the opportunity to make up their minds about a printed versus a net version.

I am afraid that we are moving too fast and partly on the basis of prejudices, if the number of printed copies is reduced to a minimum at an instant.
Maybe my way of thinking is out-dated. Anyway, I take the opportunity to share my thoughts with you on this matter.
I am looking forward to seeing you.

 Best regards,
Anna

